POPULATION   IN  THE  TIME   OF  THE   GAULS

Pyrenees to the foot of the Alps. At that time France was inhabited
by several races known by different names, and differing pro-
foundly from each other in origin, customs, and language.

In the south-west, towards the Pyrenees, lived the Iberians, who
also formed the population of Spain. So far as we can judge from
their language, of which we know only a few words, it differed
radically from all the other European languages, which would
seem to suggest that this race did not reach that region by way
of Europe.

To the south-east, towards the Alps, lived the Ligurians, who
also formed the population of the region stretching from the
Italian slope of the Alps to the sea. The Greeks allege that they
had formerly occupied the land on the other side of the Rhone.
We know hardly anything of their language; we do not even know
whether it belonged to the European family of languages. One
termination, -uscus (feminine, -usca], derived from the Ligurian
language, survives in a large number of place-names in the regions
of Genoa and Piedmont in Italy and is also found under a French
form in certain names in Provence (such as Manosque), or even
as far afield as the Jura (as in Mantoche*} Certain French scholars,
appealing to a tradition handed down by the Greeks, have alleged
that the Ligurians once formed the population of the whole region
stretching as far as the English Channel, and have believed it
possible to recognize in them the race living in the Bronze Age.
They have even spoken of a 'Ligurian Empire', which they think
may have extended over the whole territory of France, and the
current speech of which may have been that of the Ligurians.
If this be so, then the names of rivers, which are very ancient and
of unknown origin, would be Ligurian. But these are merely
conjectures.

What is certain is that in historic times the greater part of France
was under the domination of the peoples known to the Greeks as
Keltai and to the Romans as Galli. Their language is now extinct,
but some hundreds of words belonging to it have been preserved -
enough to enable us to affirm that it was related to languages
spoken in Great Britain and Ireland, such as Welsh and Gaelic.
It belonged to the group of so-called 'Celtic' tongues, a branch of
the great Indo-European family of languages, spoken throughout
almost the whole of Europe. These languages must go back to
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